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I was short and weak in school. My classmates often made fun of me. I was
called “Tezuka Nakimushi.” Mangas were my only comfort. My mother bought

me manga books every month. So I drew mangas as well. I happened to
become friends with Akashi. He was the toughest guy in our school. (DBut I

was treated well by Akashi because he really loved my mangas. He said to me,

“( ) Never give up!” When a 20-km running race was held at
school, he ran along with me and cheered me on. Akashi left school and joined

the army in 1944. He never returned.
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Mangas are my only comfort.
I really like mangas.

Live long and keep on drawing mangas.
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Answer the following questions.

I was short and weak in school. My classmates often made fun of me. I was called “Tezuka
Nakimushi.” Mangas were my only comfort. My mother bought me manga books every
month. So I drew mangas as well. I happened to become friends with Akashi. He was the
toughest guy in our school. But I was treated well by Akashi because he really loved my
mangas. He said to me, “Live long and keep on drawing mangas. Never give up!” When
a 20-km running race was held at school, he ran along with me and cheered me on. Akashi

left school and joined the army in 1944. He never returned.

i1 1 Akashi was my friend because ( ).

a. I was called Tezuka Nakimushi
b. he really loved my mangas

c. he often made fun of me

12 In the sentence, “He never returned” means ( )

a. Akashi was killed in war.
b. Akashi didn’t like school.
c. Akashi was the toughest guy in school.

f] 3 Choose the correct statement of this story.

a. I had good friends, but I left school because of war.

b. My classmates didn’t like me, but we could be friends.

c. I had a friend who was the toughest guy and he was nice to me.
d. Ihad alot of mangas because my father send them to me.
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